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DANNY
\VWOOD

Steps Out
on a New Block

Danny Wood doesn’t have to sell another
album in order to keep secure his place in
music history. He sang in the New Kids
on the Block, a group initially packaged
to be a white extension of 1980s R&B
hit-makers New Edition.
In the process of dramatizing teen
angst in song before teeming and scream-
ing throngs, he helped define a style that
now regularly and inevitably reproduces
itself. Wood was in the center of that,
became a rich young man, and then . . .
Today, Wood is a father in a blend-
ed family of six. And although
he has been involved in music
production, he’s now a good
distance from the screaming
fans in the stadiums, in fact,
an elder statesman to kids
who now lose it over the boy
heartthrobs and the cutesy-
poo hussies churning bub-
blegum into pop.

Wood is back, and he
wants your ears. He steps into
the spotlight as a solo artist
with bona fide, Second Face,
a collection of resolutely per-
sonal themes set to modern

dance/pop music. Given that

Wood's co-producer is Pete

Massiti, whose past work

includes productions of

Hootie and the Blowfish

and Julio Iglesias Jr., it makes

sense that even when Wood
sings of personal strife, the
emphasis is on pop groove
and smooth musical lines.

As he spoke with Tattoo by
phone prior to filming the first
video from the album (“When the
Lights Go Out™) and making his
first solo concert appearance in
April, Wood said that he wanted a
personal album. “There’s a ton of songs
that deal with stuff when I was in the
group, out of the group, going through
my custody suit for my son, when my
mom was diagnosed with breast cancer
it's all on the record. 1 had a lot to talk
about and my main focus was to try to
express that through the music.”
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